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2 (57) Abstract: It is a rectangular platform that, through floating cylindrical pads, is equipped to be installed in the sea or on a watery 
surface such as a swimming pool and deliberately unstable, used for the game of volleyball and/or basketball in order to produce a 
^ springy effect each time the volleyball players or other athletes jump. Currently, in fact, as far is known, there is no floating platform, 
^ board or support suitable for the games of volleyball or basketball or less specifically with the measurements of length and width of 
1^ the said platform. 
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DESCRIPTION 



FLOATING PLATFORM FOR BALL GAMES 



The patent of invention consists of a dais or rectangular platform floating on the 
water of the sea, lake or swimming pool used specifically for the game of 
volleyball or basketball. It is made up of four modules, of which each pair forms 
the field for each of the two teams. Each one of them measures 5.5m x 2.35m., 
and is laminated in glass fibre or resin or o&tet material suitable for the purpose, 
held by cylindrical supports in expanded polyurethane or expanded P VC or other 
suitable material with a fender in rubber or similar, while the material covering 
the tread is of Neoprene or other appropriate material. The joining elements of the 
four modules are in Aisi 316 steel and Derlin, while the materials of the support 
poles of the central net are in aluminiimi and covered in rubber or other suitable 
materials. The net is in polyester and Teiylene or other suitable materials. The 
material that causes the springiness and which allows the whole structure to float 
on the water is made up of cylinders in Neoprene or other suitable material. These 
cylinders that cause the springy effect are placed between the tread surface and the 
bottom of the hull. The whole is anchored using two anchors or dead buoys. 
The figure numbered 1 of 8 shows the overall view of the rectangular platform 
axonometricaUy. It is as well to note the positions of the net and the limits of the 
field of play. Furthermore, the two anchors should be noted, they are used to 
avoid movement of the platfomi caused by the motion of the waves. In the figure 
numbered 2 of 8, above, there is the view fi'om below of the rectangular platform. 
This view emphasises well all the elements that form the whole of those parts 
used for the support of the entire platform. Above all, the four items in a semi- 
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cylindrical shape can be seen, each on one of the four modules that fonn the 
platfonn. They are placed on the side edges of the above-mentioned modules and 
are the furthest out floats of the entire structure. You can also see the eight semi- 
spheres that, in pairs, are placed next to the side edges of the above-mentioned 
semi-cylinders. They make the entire structure more stable, not allowing the 
drifting of the platform. There are also another eight semi-cylinders of about half 
the size of the above-mentioned semi-cylinders. They are placed in pairs on the 
four modules making up the platfonn. They are set in pairs in the single structure 
of the platform, they form, for each pair, a unique semi-cylinder of a size roughly 
equal to those of the four semi-cylinders described above. There are then another 
eight semi-spheres that are placed in pairs on each module on the innermost part 
of the structure, which have the function of a simple floating support for the 
innermost part of the platform. In the centre of each pair of modules that form a 
field, there are two quarter floating spheres, placed on the inside edge of each 
module. In pairs, they make up a further floating semi-sphere placed at the centre 
of each playing field. As joints for the four modules in aisi 361 steel and Berlin, 
they guarantee the unity of the structure, in fact, joining firmly the four modules 
in such a way as to create a single rigid and floating structure. There are six 
elements of this type, of which two pairs are used to hold the two modules 
fonning the two fields of play together, while the third pair serve to hold the two 
fields of play together as shown in figure 2 of 8. 

In the figure at the centre of the page, show a view from above the platfonn. Note 
the dotted surface that indicates the covering of the tread, in Neoprene, the side 
lines of the two fields of play, flie two central lines that divide the entire surface 
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into four sections and the two transverse lines that mark the limits of the smash 
area. 

In the figure below of 2 of 8, you can see the side view of the platform that 
highlights the side fender made of rubber, the side view of the above-mentioned 
semi-cylinders and the side scion of the net that divides the two fields as well as 
the anchor cables with their respective anchors. 

Figure 3 of 8 shows, above, the four modules separated, to highlight the method 
of joining them, while in the centre the connection planes are highlighted. Below, 
is the side view of the two fields separated. 

Figure 4 of 8 shows the sections of each module seen from inside the hull. Note 
the three cylindrical connectors, black in figure that guarantee a certain flexibility 
of the structure. 
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The technical description relating to the game of wolleyball is reported 
schematically as follows: 

"FLOATING VOLLEY" is a game played on a floating platfonn 
deliberately unstable in order to produce a "jumping" effect each time the 
players jump. 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS OF THE PLATFORM 
Lenght ll.oom 



Width 4.70 m 

Number of modules 4 
Length of module 5.50 m 

Width of module 2.35 m 

Total volume 30 m' 

Weight 115 kg 

Platform material Fibre glass laminate/ Polyester fibre resin 

Reserve floating material Expanded polyurethane and E?q}anded PVC 

Edge covering material Rubber 

Covering material for tread Neoprene 

Joining materials aisi 3 16 steel and Derlin 

Material for the posts aluminium and rubber 

Material for the net Polyester-Terylene andPlexiglas 

Material to cause "jumping'' Neoprene cylinders 

Position of the "jumping"' between the tread and the hull 
cylinders 

Anchomge 2 straight anchors or dead buoys 

This platfonn, as said in the title of the 

patent, can also be used for the game of basketball using two end baskets, instead 
of the net, installed on steel poles that are in their turn firmly anchored under the 
platfonn. Figure 5 of 8, in fact, shows the axonometric view of the platfonn 
equipped with these baskets. Figure 6 of 8, above, shows the view of the platfonn 
from below, identical to that shown in figure 2 of 8. In the centre is the view from 
above fliat highlights the different types of field lines, as well as the baskets seen 
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from above. Below is the side view identical to that in figure 6 of 8 but with the 
two end baskets instead of the central net. 

Figure 7 of 8 is identical to that of figure 3 of 8 except for the having the two 
baskets instead of the central net in the side view. 

Figure 8 of 8 is identical to figure 4 of 8 and has been included for completeness 
with regard to the game of basketball. 

The technical description relating to the game of basketball is reported 
schematically as follows: 

"FLOATING BASKEP' is a game played on a floating platfomi deliberately 
unstable in order to produce a "jumping** effect each time tiie players jump. 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS OF THE PLATFORM 

Length 11.00 m 

Width 4.70 m 
Number of modules 4 

Length of module S.SO m 

Width of module 2.35 m 

Total volume 30 m=* 

Weight 115 kg 

Platform material Fibre glass laminate/ Polyester fibre resin 

Reserve floating material Expanded polyurethane and Expanded P VC 

Edge covering material Rubber 

Covering material for tread Neoprene 

Joining materials aisi 3 16 steel and Derlin 

Material for the posts aluminium and rubber 

Material for the basket Polyester-Terylene and Plexiglas 

Material to cause "jumping" Neoprene cylinders 

Position of the "jumping"' between the tread and the hull 
cylinders 

Anchorage 2 straight anchors or dead buoys 
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CLAIMS 

1. In virtue of the special features of the platform, the originality of the above- 
mentioned platform is claimed, in that a surface of its type has never been 
used for the games of volleyball or basketball, that floats on water in a 
delibemtely unstable nuumer; 

2. The above claim being understood, we claim the uniqueness of the planning 
of the bottom of the platform as examined in the above-mentioned 
description; 

3. The above two claims being imderstood, we claim the uniqueness of the 
system for joining the four modules making up the platform by way of steel 
bars; 

4. The above three claims being understood, we claim the rectangular outline 
of the platform in its dimensions, 11m x 4.7m; 

5. The above four claims being understood, we claim the anchorage at the two 
ends of the platform as shown in figure 1 of 8; 

6. The above five claims being understood, we claim all the technical 
specifications as well as the materials described on page five and on page 4 
and page S; 

7. The above six claims being understood, we claim the possibility of 
constructing this platform with other types of materials of any type provided 
they are suitable; 

8. The above seven claims being understood, we claim the afiHxing of the 
brand name of the company "Di Bonito Motorcycles" expressed by the 
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inscription made up of the three capital letters on after the other and 

joined together, where the &st letter, D, is surmounted by a lozenge in 
perspective; 

9. The above eight claims being understood, we similarly claim for the said 
platform, the composition of all its parts in any suitable material whatever, 
in that what is intended to be protected is principally the idea of such a 
floating platform; 

10. In conclusion, the above nine claims being understood, we claim the 
complete ownership of the whole platform as best demonstrated by the 
attached figures of designs with all their special features. 
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